RULES AND EXPECTATIONS
Be Prepared

· Bring all materials to class – BRING YOUR TEXTBOOK, SOMETHING TO WRITE WITH, SOMETHING TO WRITE ON, NOTEBOOK, AND AR BOOK EVERYDAY!  A trip to your locker to get any necessary materials will result in loss of daily points (I will explain daily points later)!

· Get to class on time (If both feet are not inside my class before the bell rings you will be marked Tardy).

· Use the restroom and get a drink BEFORE the class starts (YOU WILL NOT LEAVE MY CLASS TO USE THE BATHROOM OR GET A DRINK!!  It is only about 50 minutes, I think you can handle it).  

Be Respectful

· Do not talk when the teacher or another student is talking.  If you cannot handle this you will spend a lot of your class time sitting in the hall or in the office.

· Raise your hand if you have something to say.

· Have bottom in your seat unless instructed otherwise by the teacher.

· Absolutely NO drama, put downs, negative comments, etc. in my class. 
Be the Best that YOU can Be!

· Worry about YOU and only YOU - (no tattle telling unless someone is, or could potentially be harmed).

· Put out a 110% effort on 100% of your work.

· Always go the extra mile (take advantage of any and all extra credit opportunities… trust me, there won’t be a lot of them!)

· Class participation is a MUST!!  Be ready to share your opinions and get involved in classroom discussions.  

CONSEQUECES

(On the super-rare occasion that you do not follow my rules.)
FIRST TIME: Verbal warning.

SECOND TIME: Lose daily points (info. on daily points below).

THIRD TIME (definitely not a charm): Contact parents and/or trip to the office.

GRADING

Your total grade is based on a huge accumulation of points.  I DO NOT weight things differently (i.e. tests worth 50% of grade and assignments 20%).  This means that EVERY ASSIGNMENT IS CRUCIALLY IMPORTANT TO TURN IN!!

Your grade will consist of points from: 

· Assignments

· Projects

· Chapter Quizzes

· Unit Tests

· Daily Points (Participation)*

· Extra Credit**

* More info on Daily Points – Every day you have 5 FREE points!  WOOHOO!!  Here’s the catch – These points are all or nothing points.  To get them you must BE PREPARED, BE RESPECTFUL AND BE THE BEST YOU CAN BE (where have we seen this before?).  For example:  If you forget to bring your book to class you lose ALL 5 points for that day.  Class participation and BEHAVIOR is also crucial here!

5 points may not seem like much; however, they add up quickly.  That is 25 easy points every week and 100 easy points every month!!!   Holy Guacamole, I’m a super, awesome, nice, spectacularly wonderful teacher aren’t I!  : )  

** More info on Extra Credit points – Extra credit opportunities will arise throughout the school year.  Take every opportunity you get because they will not happen frequently.  It is my goal that every one of you gets an A in my class.  However, the extra credit will not be a cake-walk, it is going to be WORK!!  

Every Friday you will have 2 point extra credit opportunity!  Bring in a current event (can be at the local, state, national or global level).  You must write a short (1 paragraph minimum – 5 sentences) summary of a news article and present it to the class.  DO NOT COPY AND PASTE AN ARTICLE!!  In fact, to receive your 2 extra points, you must attach the article to the back of your summary.  You can use online resources (cnn.com, foxnews.com, msnbc.com and others).  Oh yeah, perezhilton.com and people.com will not work for this, no matter how earth shattering it is for you to read that Miley Cyrus and Nick Jonas are no longer dating, I do not consider this a current event.

LATE ASSIGNMENT POLICY

(Of course this section will apply to no one because you will all be Being the Best You can Be!!)

We are all human, so it is understandable that we will forget to do our homework, or leave it at home, or have a very hungry dog with a sudden craving for school work.  In the case that you do have a late assignment… don’t freak out!  One or two late assignments will not hurt your grade that bad.  However, if you start to make a habit of letting your dog eat your homework, your grade will suffer, severely.  

HERE’S THE DAMAGE:  

1 day late – Minus 20% of the total points of assignment missed, plus problems missed.

2 days late – Minus 40% of the total points of assignment missed, plus problems missed.

Several days late- Sorry Charlie!  ZERO in grade book.  

*Oh, and don’t forget you will lose your daily points every day you do not have the assignment (Late assignments falls under not “Being Prepared”!)

OUCH!!  So lets do the math…  

LATE ASSIGNMENTS = BAD GRADE

